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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows symbolically the activation of an N2
molecule by igniting a plasma discharge in nitrogen gas. The
crystal structure of a new tantalum nitride obtained by the
plasma-enhanced CVD method is seen in the background.
Details are discussed in the article by G. V. Vajenine et al. on
p. 3233ff. We thank the Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation for support through a Sofia Kovalevskaja Research
Award.
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